Dear Parents/Caregivers
Welcome to the start of the 2016 school year. The year promises to be full of possibilities in
all our 163 vibrant, faith-filled learning communities each of which are centred on the person
and teachings of Jesus Christ.
Pope Francis has declared 2016 the ‘Year of Mercy’. This challenges us all to be ‘merciful
like the father’ in our daily lives. Imagine the transformative effect our school communities
could have on society, if we were to take up Francis’ challenge, in our families and those we
work with, as well as those who find themselves alienated, lonely and despised in society.
Your school community will be creating a range of opportunities for students and families to
honour and celebrate this special year and I encourage you to get involved.
If you are new to our system I would like to extend a very warm welcome to you and your
family. You are joining Catholic education at an exciting time. We are in a period of significant
growth and we have once again demonstrated sustained system-wide improvement in last
year’s WACE results.
In the last three years we have opened seven new schools and colleges and 2016 marks the
opening of Salvado Catholic College for the first time. I wish the students, parents and
caregivers involved in the College’s foundation year all the very best.
All Catholic schools rely on the contribution of the parish, staff, students and parents working
in partnership to sustain their vibrancy, educational excellence, and faith life. With your support
and involvement in your child’s learning, the efforts of more than 11, 000 dedicated school
staff and principals can ensure that our Catholic schools help students across the state reach
their God-given potential.
Thank you for your continued support and I wish you all the best for the year ahead.
Yours sincerely

Tim McDonald

